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My non-profit
spring workshop
American composer Mimi Brown’s non-
profit space in Wong Chuk Hang is one of 
Ku’s favourites spots outside the bustle 
of Central. “I like what they’re doing, and 
they have the space out there,” she says. 
“They have a large outdoor terrace, and 
they worked with Hong Kong Farm on the 
greenery. It’s really relaxed.”

Location 3/F Remex Centre, 42 Wong Chuk 
Hang Road, Aberdeen

Telephone (852) 2110 4370

Website springworkshop.org

Nightlife impresario and working mum Jaime Ho Ku 
checks off her list of favourite spots around town

After hours
B A L A N C I N G  A C T

When Jaime Ho Ku is mentioned in the 
Hong Kong media, it’s usually about 
what she’s wearing. She’s best known as a 
trendsetter, nightlife habitué and socialite.

But the co-founder of Buzz Concepts 
and Buzz Agency is as much a hard-nosed 
working mother as anyone. On the day 
of the interview – whose time slot was 
bounced around like a ping-pong ball – 
she was balancing two young daughters 
who were both ill, an impending overseas 
trip and a rush back to the office.

Ku was born in Vancouver, but grew up 
in Hong Kong. “I’m a local,” she says. “I 
didn’t go to international school.” After 
a stint at the University of California, 
Berkeley, she back moved to Hong Kong 
in 2001 and became involved in the 

nightlife scene.
She took a calculated risk in the 

aftermath of the 2003 Sars crisis, when 
both confidence and rents were low. In 
2004 she and a few business partners 
turned a large, centrally located space into 
the then-underground club Volar. The 
iconic club, which has endured for a more 
than a decade, opened just days after 
Jaime’s marriage to Benedict Ku, with 
whom she co-founded Buzz Concepts. “I 
was planning a wedding and a nightclub at 
the same time,” she remembers.

Today she dedicates her time to growing 
Buzz, including Buzz Agency, an offshoot 
she developed with another business 
partner in early 2014 to do events and 
marketing for luxury clients including 

Dolce & Gabbana, Fendi, Gucci, Jimmy 
Choo, Joyce, Lane Crawford and Lanvin. 
While her husband remains Buzz Concepts’ 
creative director, much of the day-to-day 
operations rest on her shoulders.

Ku is usually portrayed as a clothes 
horse, but she’s actually a work horse. As 
with most women of her social standing, 
she has outfits provided to her by brands 
looking for publicity during high-profile 
events. But when the spotlight is off, 
she chooses casual wear and flats over 
designer dresses and stilettos. 

In a 2011 interview, her husband 
described her transformation from “party 
girl” to “supermom”. “I’m older now,” she 
confides. “I don’t do Volar all the time, 
with the pounding music.”
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My bar
lily & bloom
Ku is a regular at Lily & Bloom. “I take my kids there for weekend brunch,” she says of 
the restaurant run by Buzz. “They love the cupcake station. And at night I take friends 
to the Bloom Bloom Room lounge there.”

Location 5-6/F, LKF Tower, 33 Wyndham Street, Central

Telephone (852) 2810 6166

Website lily-bloom.com

My tailor
pye
Ku is a fan of shirt specialist PYE, founded 
by fashion entrepreneur Dee Poon. “PYE 
may be known as a men’s shirt store, but 
they’ve got girls’ shirts, too,” Ku says. 
“They have women’s V-necks and T-shirts 
that are so soft, no matter how many 
times you wash them.”

Location Shop 111, Pacific Place

Telephone (852) 2152 9288 

Website pye.com.hk

My grocery store
great food hall
When she stops by Pacific Place, if she 
isn’t in Lane Crawford Home, there’s one 
place where you’ll likely find Ku. “People 
think I must always be shopping for 
clothes, but the place I go to most is Great 
– I can spend hours in there.”

Location LG1, Pacific Place 

Telephone (852) 2918 9986

Website greatfoodhall.com

“I’m a local. I didn’t go to international school”

My art space
things that can happen
“My friend Chantal Wong of Asia Art Archive is working with the artist Lee 
Kit to open an art space called Things That Can Happen. It’s in a tong lau 
[traditional Chinese building] in Sham Shui Po, which I think is really cool. 
It opens in September.”

Location 1/F, 98 Apliu Street, Sham Shui Po

Website thingsthatcanhappen.hk

My local joint
tung po
Ku often takes visiting DJs to this dai pai dong in 
the North Point market. “The owner, Robby, used to 
operate the Canton Disco, which was like the Volar of 
the old days,” she says. “The vibe is really local – you 
drink beer out of a bowl. At around 11, Robby will 
sometimes put on some techno and break-dance.” 

Location 2/F Java Road Municipal Services Building, 99 
Java Road, North Point

Telephone (852) 2880 5224

My park
sun yat sen memorial park
On weekends you’ll often find Ku here with her family. “I take my girls to 
the park in Sai Ying Pun,” she says. “It’s really nice, with groomed grass 
where you can actually sit down and have a picnic.”

Location Sai Ying Pun waterfront


