
Kevin Ching, chief executive officer of Sotheby’s Asia, 
shares his favourite spots in Hong Kong, from a Tang 
Dynasty-style garden to a secret temple
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Hidden 
treasures
t i m e  t r a v e l

Opposite: Kevin 
Ching in Sotheby’s 
boardroom seated 
beside Zeng 
Fanzhi’s painting
Mao Zedong

Kevin Ching’s fondest childhood memories 
are of weekends at his grandfather’s holiday 
home in the New Territories. “We had our 
own jetty and we could jump off into clear 
green water,” he remembers. “At night we 
lit kerosene lamps and all the fish would 
come out. It was a Hong Kong that you can 
no longer see.”

When he left home at the age of 17 for 
boarding school in England, Ching never 
planned on a career in the art world. 
Trained as a lawyer, he returned to Hong 
Kong after more than a decade to become a 
partner at Johnson Stokes & Master, one 
of the city’s largest law firms. It wasn’t 
long, however, before Ching realised that 
his heart wasn’t in the job. When Dickson 
Poon, owner of Harvey Nichols, offered 
him a role on the board of Dickson 
Concepts (International), Ching leapt at 
the opportunity.

While immersing himself in the luxury 
fashion industry, Ching also pursued his 
passion for art. “All along, since my 20s I 
was interested in Chinese antiques and 
works of art,” he says. A long-time 
collector of jade carvings, he soon became 
a familiar figure on the auction circuit. In 
2006, Sotheby’s offered him the chance to 
head its Hong Kong office. “I was 
approaching 50 and I knew I wouldn’t get 
this opportunity again.”  

After just seven years with Ching at the 
helm, Sotheby’s Asia’s stock in the art 
world has risen. In 2012, the company set 
up Sotheby’s (Beijing) Auction, becoming 
the first major international auction house 
to sell art and collectibles in mainland 
China. That same year, Sotheby’s opened 
an expansive gallery in One Pacific Place.

These days Ching spends his weekends 
exploring the city’s leafy terraces and side 
streets. Armed with his camera, he has a 
knack for finding places that preserve a 
taste of old Hong Kong. 

portraits Samantha Sin

My hidden spot
lo pan temple
Ching describes this as one of the city’s best-kept secrets. “It’s 
remarkable that this 19th-century Grade I historic building has 
survived amongst all the high-rises in bustling Kennedy Town,” 
he says. “Hidden away in a quiet terrace lined with banyan trees, 
it’s accessible only by foot.”

Location 15 Ching Lin Terrace, Kennedy Town
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My record shop
hong kong records
A music buff whose interests range 
from Western opera to Chinese 
revolutionary songs, Ching loves 
browsing through CDs at Hong 
Kong Records. “You won’t get lost 
amongst rows and rows of things 
that you’re not looking for. The 
store is neat and compact, its staff 
friendly and knowledgeable.”

Location Shop 146, Pacific Place

Telephone (852) 2845 7088

Website hongkongrecords.hk

My placeMy hong kong
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“In addition to  
more mainstream 
art, we want to be 

different”

My hotel
mandarin oriental, hong kong
“It needs no introduction,” says Ching. “And Café 
Causette is the best hotel coffee shop, with its relaxing 
atmosphere, diverse menu and six-star service.”

Location 5 Connaught Road, Central

Telephone (852) 2522 0111

Website mandarinoriental.com/hongkong

My park
nan lian garden
This sprawling Tang Dynasty-style garden sits opposite the Chi 
Lin Nunnery. “It’s the most charming and elegant park in the city. 
With some imagination, it could be somewhere in Kyoto.” 

Location 60 Fung Tak Road, Diamond Hill, Kowloon

Telephone (852) 2329 8811

Website nanliangarden.org

My gallery
sotheby’s gallery
The gallery opened last year with a show featuring the polka 
dot-obsessed artist Yayoi Kusama. The space has since hosted  
exhibitions featuring erotic Japanese prints, European furniture 
and contemporary ink painting. “In addition to more mainstream 
art, we want to be different,” explains Ching. 

Location 5/F, One Pacific Place

Telephone (852) 2822 5511

Website sothebys.com

My antique shop
tang’s hall of precious
Of all the antique shops lining Hollywood Road, Ching remains loyal to 
Tang’s Hall of Precious, with its amazing collection of small Chinese jade 
carvings. “The owner is very knowledgeable and always ready to share his 
expertise, even if you’re not buying anything.”

Location 14/F, Hilltop Plaza, 49-51 Hollywood Road, Central

Telephone (852) 2517 7344

My local joint
sang kee restaurant
Ching is a regular at this local hole in the wall. “It 
serves the most delicious no-nonsense Cantonese 
food for the cognoscenti,” he says. “There are two 
seatings in the evenings, but book early.”

Location 2/F and 3/F, 107-115 Hennessy Road, Wanchai

Telephone (852) 2575 2239

My noodle bar
noodle mi 
This trendy Vietnamese 
restaurant serves MSG- and 
gluten-free fare. “It’s a tiny 
gem perfect for a quick bite,” 
says Ching. “If you’re lucky, 
you will meet the charming 
owner.”

Location G/F, 2 Bonham Strand 

East, Sheung Wan

Telephone (852) 2253 1113 
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