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The cofounders of international design firm Yabu Pushelberg, 
Canadian duo George Yabu and Glenn Pushelberg, create iconic 
hotel interiors. “If you get the mood right you can evoke a feeling, 

and to us that makes the most successful hotel,” says Pushelberg. 
“I could feel sexy in this hotel, or I could feel like I’ve come to a 

special place, or that this is an easy place where I belong.”

The pair cite The London EDITION, a hotel where a 60-year-
old guest could feel half that, or their new Miami hotel SLS LUX, 
where guests can feel as if they’ve traveled back in time to old-

world Havana. Since setting up their studio in Toronto more than 
three decades ago, Yabu and Pushelberg have built a reputation 

for simple yet sumptuous interiors that surprise and comfort. 

By Payal Uttam

Timeless Aesthetic
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But scroll through their Instagram account and 
you’ll quickly discover that they’re responsible 
not only for beautiful hotels but also stunning 
restaurants, flagship fashion stores and residences 
across the globe. Now running two studios in 
Toronto and New York, they have a coveted list 
of clients in 16 countries. The pair, who are life 
partners, have been appointed Officers of the 
Order of Canada — one of the country’s most 
prestigious honors — for their design excellence, 
and continue to accumulate international 
industry accolades. 

It’s hard to believe that they started off in 
the 80s designing small dry-cleaning depots and 
coffee shops in Canada. “We were just curious 
people, we didn’t come from families that had too 
much connection to anything,” recalls Pushelberg. 
“We built it up in a simple, straightforward way.” 
The two met while they were students at Ryerson 
University. After graduating, they were both 
working as freelancers when a chance encounter 
led them to share a studio space. “We had no 
grand plans to start a creative studio together… it 
was serendipity.”

Their early projects included a Carolina 
Herrera store on Madison Avenue in New York, 
followed by the Bergdorf Goodman and Tiffany & 
Co. stores that catapulted their careers. “The last 
big push was the year 2000. We always wanted 
to design hotels, but we never cracked that. And 
then we got a call from Four Seasons to do a 
modern little hotel in Tokyo. Next we got a call 
from Barry Sternlicht, who was inventing this 
brand called W Hotels and he asked if we’d help.”
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Previous spread
A Canadian duo George Yabu and Glenn 

Pushelberg are known for their elegant 
spaces, such as the cafe-style dining 
space at the Miami Beach EDITION. The 
hotel captures the spirit of the 1960s with 
a refined color palette

This spread
B The typically refined Acacia House at Las 

Alcobas hotel in Napa Valley
C The Matador Bar at the Miami Beach 

EDITION
D George Yabu (left) and Glenn Pushelberg. 

The designer duo were recently speakers 
at the KOHLER Design Forum Shanghai

E Bar Moxy at the Moxy Hotel Times Square
F The lobby at the Moxy
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This year they unveiled Arbor, a restaurant 
they designed in Hong Kong’s new arts building 
H Queen’s, with soft, terracotta-colored interiors, 
arched doorways and images of lush foliage on 
the walls. They imagined the space to evoke 
the charming forest home of a poet and cook, 
offering a haven for travelers escaping hectic city 
life. The pair also continues to design furniture, 
and lately have been experimenting with 
hand-blown glass from the Czech Republic in 
collaboration with Lasvit. Recently they morphed 
Otto, a bohemian crystal glassware collection, 
into a collection of pendant lights called Cipher, 
with hand-etched stripes inspired by what Yabu 
describes as “the retro espionage world”.

Currently they’re juggling several projects in 
London, including the conversion of the former 
US Embassy into a hotel and transforming 
the Canadian High Commission into private 
residences. They’re also planning to return to 
work with their earliest retail clients. “They’re 
coming 360 full circle and reaching out us to 
reinvent their brands,” says Yabu. 

Asked what sets Yabu Pushelberg apart, he 
says it’s their rigor and timeless aesthetic, and 
gives the example of their Carolina Herrera store, 
which is still standing. “We are a strong, slow, 
solid burn.”

G The Living Room and restaurant at 
the Park Hyatt Bangkok, Thailand

H A guest room at the Park Hyatt 
Bangkok

I The sweeping, sculptural staircase 
at the Park Hyatt Bangkok
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