
nazanin kamali 
Case Furniture
Good Design Award winner Nazanin 
Kamali has been on our radar for some time, 
thanks to her reputation for impeccable 
craftsmanship. The London-based Iranian 
designer has honed her reputation working 
with Harvey Nichols, Habitat and fashion 
designer Karen Millen.

Having experimented in everything 
from restaurant interiors to art 
installations, Kamali began designing for 
British company Case Furniture in 2005. 
Her elegant oak and walnut Celine Desk is 
now one of Lane Crawford Home’s hottest 
products. Sleek and minimalist, the table 
has narrow, tapered legs, a hidden drawer 
and a cubbyhole.

“I wanted to create an elegant but 
functional desk that would fit anywhere 
in the house,” she says. “Contemporary 
computers and technology require less 
space, and the Celine reflects this move 
towards simplicity.”

Among Kamali’s other award-wining 
designs is the Omid lamp, featuring 
a curvaceous bulbous base in a satin 
lacquered finish with a ribbon shade. She 
cites art, flea markets and antique shops 
as her main aesthetic influences. 
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From Oslo to Milan, hot new designers who are breaking the mould 

text Catherine Shaw

lisa whatmough  
Squint
Former painter and sculptor Lisa 
Whatmough of Squint has made a name for 
herself with exuberant antique furniture 
covered in bright patchwork fabrics.

Offering a quirky take on classic 
British style, her pieces range from 
ornate velvet chandeliers to classic 
chesterfield sofas. Whatmough says it 
takes between a week and two months 
to create her hand-stitched pieces, and 
every object is unique. 

“The challenge – as with all luxe 
products – is finding the craftspeople 
who can truly make it to the highest 
level work-wise,” says the designer, who 
collaborates with old family businesses 
and workshops, and whose celebrity 
clients include Christian Louboutin.

A new velvet range is being launched 
through Lane Crawford Home, so look 
for her playful patchwork wardrobes, 
cabinets and tables this spring.

With new designers emerging all the 
time, it’s hard to know who to keep an 
eye on. Luckily the creative folk at  
Lane Crawford Home are adept at 
spotting those who transcend the 

everyday with distinctive style, wit 
and innovation. Our top five includes 
designers of furniture, candles, 
teacups…even a table lamp inspired  
and made by prison inmates.

Squint’s Tallboy chest 
of drawers and (right) 
Lisa Whatmough

Clockwise from left: Celine desk; 
Nazanin Kamali; Omid lamp
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“Decoration is 
something that 
gives flavour to 

life and 
stimulates 

vitality. It’s like 
music”

thanos zakopoulos 
and katia meneghini 
CTRLZAK Art & Design Studio
Italian artist Katia Meneghini and Greek 
designer Thanos Zakopoulos are the 
dream team behind CTRLZAK Art & 
Design Studio. The Milan-based duo is 
known for its quirky, multidisciplinary 
approach. Their imaginative projects have 
ranged from contemporary iron furniture 
inspired by Chinese tea culture to paper 
lanterns that evoke molecular cuisine.

For their latest collaboration 
with Italian company Seletti, they 
experimented with traditional bone 
china. Drawing a line down the centre 
of plates, cups and bowls, they placed 
colourful patterns from China on one 
half and classical Western designs on the 
other. To accentuate the contrast, the 
edges of each half don’t line up. 

Zakopoulos says they intended the 
hybrid design to be “a meeting place 
of traditional Chinese and European 
porcelain craftsmanship creating 
something totally new.” 

Standout pieces like the tazza da the 
con piattino (teacup and saucer with 
delicate floral patterns) are guaranteed to 
be a conversation starter.

barnaba fornasetti 
Fornasetti
A legend in the design world, the late 
Italian artist Piero Fornasetti first made 
his mark in the 1950s with household 
items emboldened with surrealist 
imagery. Recently revived by his son 
Barnaba, his company has launched an 
elegant collection of scented candles 
and plates adorned with distinctive 
graphics. “Decoration is something 
that gives flavour to life and stimulates 
vitality. It’s like music,” explains 
Fornasetti of the objects. 

Master perfumers helped to create 
the candle scents: Olivier Polge 
developed the signature Otto scent, a 
heady blend of Mediterranean herbs 
and wood, while Emmanuel Philip 
created Flora di Fornasetti, inspired by 
the gardens of the Fornasetti house in 
Milan and Piero’s archives. 

Fornasetti says the collection will give 
“character and identity” to homes with a 
minimalist aesthetic: “Plain white rooms 
are very dull, so you should use bold 
prints to add character – that’s the Italian 
version of irony.”

morten skjærpe knarrum and jonas norheim 
Morten & Jonas
This Norwegian duo like to add a touch of humour to their designs. Their “Bake me a 
cake” table lamp looks like a cake stand with a bare light bulb in the centre instead of 
a confection. Made of oak and smoked tinted glass, it emits a warm glow. The design 
was inspired by the story of a mother who smuggled a file inside a cake as a gift to her 
incarcerated son to help him escape. A collaboration between the designers, Norway’s 
correctional services and Northern Lighting (a small Nordic company), the lamp was 
manufactured by inmates of a Norwegian prison.

Morten & Jonas, who graduated with master’s degrees from Norway’s Bergen 
Academy of Art and Design, say they’re particularly interested in designing with a 
human approach: “With this lamp project, we wanted to create an object that has a 
sense of humour, a beautiful shape and a story that gives the users some thoughts, 
maybe, and hopefully a smile on their faces.”

Clockwise from left: Barnaba 
Fornasetti in his living room; 
Flora scented candle; plate 
with Lina Cavalieri print

From top: Collection of  
hybrid plates and cups; 
designers Thanos Zakopoulos 
and Katia Meneghini


