
Talk about seeing potential. Interior designer Peggy Bels transformed a nest 
of rundown flats in the heart of the city into a striking family home
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Nifty shades of grey

D I A M O N D  I N  T H E  R O U G H

When confronted with a warren of 
interconnecting, derelict apartments 
and a rubbish-strewn terrace in an 
unprepossessing building near Central, 
most people wouldn’t think “luxurious 
family flat”. But then Peggy Bels isn’t most 
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From left: the heart of the 
home is an an open-plan 
kitchen and living area in the 
designer’s signature palette; 
Peggy Bels in her living room

Central, is really special,” she says. So 
that night she sat down with pencil and 
paper and sketched a new layout. That 
plan served as the roadmap for the eight-
month renovation that followed.

At the centre of the flat, Bels designed 
a capacious, open kitchen-living-dining 
area with a wall of glass overlooking 
the terrace. To keep visual clutter to a 
minimum, she made the kitchen virtually 
disappear by cladding the wall, cabinets, 
appliances and pocket doors, which can be 
closed to conceal the sink, in black metal.

Behind the kitchen she created a guest 
suite and, down a corridor off the kitchen, 
a wing for her daughters with a large 
bedroom that can be partitioned with a 
sliding wall, and a bath. She located the 

master bedroom, which includes his-and-
her dressing areas and an open bath, on 
the opposite side of the flat.

Along the way, she turned flaws into 
assets. She capped the two light wells 
running through the centre of the 
building with opaque skylights that flood 
the living area with diffuse light. She 
wrapped inconveniently located pipes in 
chunky metal cylinders, creating a subtle 
separation between the kitchen and 
living area.

And if ample space and light weren’t 
luxury enough, she made sure that each 
room opened onto the terrace, which 
wraps around three sides of the flat. The 
living area and guest suite overlook the 
main outdoor space, which includes a 

people. She’s a French interior designer 
with 10 years of experience in Paris and 
Hong Kong and a portfolio full of sleek 
apartments and rooftop terraces she’s 
renovated for well-heeled clients. Suffice 
it to say that she’s more adept than most 

at recognising potential when she sees it.
“Right after we bought it, we showed 

it to a friend,” she says. “She looked at 
me and said, ‘I think you’ve made a big 
mistake.’” But Bels knew better.

After she and her husband briefly 
walked through the property – four 
adjacent flats that had been subdivided 
into eight – she could see right away that 
none of the walls cluttering the space 
were structural. She knew that once they 
came down, she’d have the freedom to 
tailor the space as she liked. And with 
2,200 square feet inside and another 
3,000 outside, she knew there would 
be more than enough room for her two 
young daughters.

“Having outdoor space, especially in 
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comfortable seating area, a large dining 
table and a built-in barbecue and bar. 
The master suite and her daughters’ 
bedrooms open onto more intimate 
spaces on either side. “Every night we’re 
outside,” she says. “By 7pm, when the 
taxis thin, it’s quiet. You don’t even know 
you’re in Central.”

After imposing order on the layout, 
Bels applied a similar discipline and 
decisiveness to her choices of materials. 
She unified the rooms by laying wide-
plank, pale-grey, engineered wood 
flooring throughout the flat, including in 
the kitchen and baths. “It’s much more 
cosy than tile,” she notes. It matches the 
weathered grey teak covering the terrace 
almost perfectly, ensuring a seamless 
transition between the indoor and 
outdoor spaces.

She covered the large island between 
the kitchen and living area, along with 
the kitchen counters, in pale grey oak. 
Walls throughout are either bright white 
or covered in a skim coat of soft, grey 
concrete. The black sheet metal sheathing 
the custom-made doors, windows and 
several walls provides punctuation. “I 
always put a bit of metal in each flat I 
design,” she says.

The restricted palette of grey, white and 
black is an accommodating base for the 
mix of modern and vintage furnishings, 
including Eames and Bertoia chairs 
sourced in Europe and Hong Kong, and 
pieces that Bels designed herself, such as 
the coffee and dining tables.

The lighting is classic, with a Serge 
Mouille ceiling fixture and a Mariano 
Fortuny floor lamp in the living room. 
Hard edges are softened with textured 
fabrics in wool, linen and cotton, and flat-
weave rugs in shades of grey and indigo. 
Slipcovers keep the oversized white 
couch and navy-blue chairs, all from Lane 
Crawford Home, child-friendly.

It’s been two years since the dust settled 

“Having outdoor 
space, especially 

in Central, is 
really special”

on the top-to-bottom renovation. Looking 
around, it’s hard to imagine the space as 
anything other than a luxurious family flat. 
“In Paris, you decorate,” says Bels. “The 
great thing about Hong Kong is that you 
can knock things down and make them 
your own.” And that’s exactly what she did.

This page, clockwise from top: the outdoor 
seating area; pieces from the designer’s 
eclectic art collection; the dining area, with 
a table designed by Bels 

Opposite from top: grey flooring, walls and 
counters unify the kitchen-living area; metal 
clads the walls in the master bedroom


